Appl.No. 10/678,875 

Response to Office Action of March 9, 2006 

REMARKS 

This Paper and Petition for a two month extension of time are submitted in response to 
the Office Action dated March 9, 2006 having a shortened statutory response period that ended 
on June 9, 2006. This paper is submitted within two months of the statutory response period, 
namely August 9, 2006. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge a two month 
extension of time fee of $450.00 and any additional fees to Deposit Account number 02-1818. 
Please note docket number 1 12713-638 when the withdrawal is made. 

The Office Action is a Restriction Requirement and requires restriction between three 
alleged groups of invention: Group I (Claims 1, 25, and 27) and Group II (Claims 11-16) and 
Group III (Claims 17 and 28). Applicants respectfully disagree with and traverse this restriction. 

A restriction may only be made before a final Office Action. 37 CFR §1.1 42(a), MPEP 
§§ 811, 811.02. In the present application, not one, but two final Office Actions have already 
been issued. See Office Action dated November 16, 2005, Office Action dated March 22, 2005. 
The present claims have been under examination since October 3, 2003 with the first Office 
Action issuing on September 21, 2004. The Office had ample time to restrict the claims before 
the initial final Office Action on March 22, 2005. Clearly, no serious burden has been/will be 
imposed upon the Office as claims 1-28 have been examined together for over 2Vi years. This is 
particularly true as all of the pending claims are currently in a condition for allowance. See 
Office Action dated November 16, 2005. 

Applicants respectfully submit that this restriction is untimely, and rescission of the 
restriction will not cause serious burden upon the Office — especially in view that all the claims 
are in a condition for allowance. In the spirit of responsiveness, Applicants elect, with traverse, 
Group II, claims 11-16. 

Applicants note that the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) website 
(viewable at <http://portal.uspto.gov/exteraal/portal/pair>) incorrectly indicates that a response 
to the March 9, 2006 Office Action has already been submitted. This is an error. The 
documents associated with PAIR link " 05-04-2006 Response to Election/Restriction Filed" for 
the present application do not belong to the present application. Rather, it appears that a 
response from another application {i.e., application serial no. 10/768,875) was mistakenly 
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entered into the transaction history for the present application (application serial no. 
10/678,875). Applicants respectfully request the Patent Office correct this error. 

For the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that the present application is 
in condition for allowance and earnestly solicit reconsideration of same. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Ted J/fearthel 
Reg. No. 48,769 
Customer No.: 29200 



Dated: July 20. 2006 
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